Literature Review (150 Points)
Purpose: 
[bookmark: _Hlk77798918]Please allow me to explain my perspective. I apologize for the length. For this first assignment, you will study available sources and put together a literature review. This written piece will serve as a reading guide and will help the class in selecting an appropriate avenue of study moving forward in the course. Two such units will be selected based on class presentations, polls, and overall interest. The five highest scoring literary reviews will be selected for consideration, and any duplicate titles from the two winning literature reviews will be replaced with entries from the third most popular literature review. In previous classes and certainly in the past, students and teachers had to carefully acquire and select materials. We had to go to and negotiate with bookstores. We could only read and study what we could attain, and the attainment of those pieces was difficult and often costly. Now, we live in a new and better world. With the use of e-readers and online booksellers, people can instantly access materials that used to only be available through special order. Now, we have all of world literature at our fingertips, and we are only limited by our knowledge of what materials to acquire and our willingness to acquire said materials. 

To reflect these new developments, literature courses, even special topics literature courses, must change to better accommodate student needs and interests. Teachers of literature must not only teach students how to read texts carefully and critically, but we are ethically obligated to guide students in taking control of their own literacy. We live in a big world with lots of books in it. We don’t have to be bored by whatever book that we happened to find in our limited local library or pick out of a free bin somewhere. We can now read what we like, whatever that is. That’s reality. I don’t need to hand you a book. You already have them all.   

Assignment: 
Your literature review will consist of an introduction that explains the scope and course of what you are proposing we read together. Why have you grouped these works together? What do you want to learn, and what do you want us to learn from studying these works? Explain the uniting thread all these works have in common. Ultimately, your peers will read these introductions, and you will need to convey your overall scope and focus with this opening paragraph.  

You will need to include the following in proceeding paragraphs, one for each heading: 
1 Novel or Novella (limited to under 300 pages)
2 Nonfiction Reading Connected to the Novel or Novella
8 Short Stories, a Second Novel/Novella (300 pages or less), Book of Short Stories, Play, or Graphic Novel  
2 Nonfiction Readings Connected to the Above Reading(s) 
In each paragraph, you will give a spoiler free overview of each work. You will explain why this work has merit and why we should check it out. You also do not have to read each one of these works to write these paragraphs. This assignment is about proposing what we are going to read, not what we have already read. You also want to make sure you select challenging texts as well as texts that contain many voices. 

Nonfiction Guidelines: 
Your nonfiction readings will serve as introductions to your selected works and will make up 35% of your grade for this assignment. See point totals below. These readings should be carefully selected as they will help serve as entry points into the works. Good nonfiction readings will… 
· Examine how the production and interpretation of your selected works is shaped by historical, social, and cultural contexts. 
· Identify connections between your selected works and cultural values, experiences, and practices, as well as possible connections with other pieces of literature.
· Reflect on how reading, writing, and interpreting literature initiates and contributes to cultural and social conversations. 
· Position the work within one or more cultural vantage points.   
Reading Schedule:
If the class selects your reading list, the reading and discussion schedule will be as follows. Including an introductory reading, you will have eight reading selections in total. Please include this breakdown at the end of your literature review:
Day 1—Introduction to unit of study using a nonfiction/folklore selection 
Day 2—Two short stories, graphic novel, play, or novella part 1 
Day 3—Two short stories, graphic novel, play, or novella part 2
Day  4—Two short stories, graphic novel, play, or novella part 3/nonfiction work
Day 5—Nonfiction reading and discussion related to the novel 
Day 6—Novel part 1 
Day 7—Novel part 2
Day 8—Novel part 3
Day 9—Reflection on the Unit

Rubric:
Reading Scope and Sequence
· Develops an interesting and unique sequence of readings, meaning texts clearly connect around an interesting theme or focus (1-15).
· Incorporates many different types of texts, including but not limited to novels, nonfiction works, graphic novels, plays, or poems (1-15).
· Selects works of fiction or poetry that contain nuisance and depth and makes compelling arguments for each work within the sequence (1-15).
· Adopts nonfiction works that enhances our understanding of the fiction works and makes compelling arguments for each work within the sequence (1-10).
· Includes different voices within this sequence, including people from different genders and backgrounds (1-10).
Introduction
· Communicates intent and focus in the introduction (1-10).
· Makes a compelling case for scope and sequence, hopefully convincing people to adopt your curriculum (1-10).
Descriptions of Works of Fiction or Poetry
· Summarizes works without containing spoilers (1-15).
· Links works together and explains their relationships with each other (1-10).
· Expresses interest in each work that will hopefully translate into readers being excited about these works (1-10).
Descriptions of Nonfiction Works
· Integrates a statement on each work’s academic integrity (1-10).
· Explains why each work will keep the reader engaged (1-10).
Reading List
· Contains a daily reading schedule at the end of the literature review (1-10).

Length: 1,000 words

Important Dates:
Date Due:				September 17
Voting on Literature Review:		September 24
First Reading List Begins:		October 1
Second Reading List Begins:		October 31

